Reading in Kites
Story books
Once the children can read the first set of Speed Sounds and can read the Ditties, they will start to bring home the Storybooks. Eventually, your child will bring home three books. The first will be the Read Write Inc book that your child has just finished reading in class. The second is a Read Write Inc book that your child has recently read in class. Your child should be able to read both of these books independently and, when you read these with them, it should be a celebration of what your child can read. The third book that will be sent home will be a ‘normal’ picture book which you can read to your child. This will help your child to develop their knowledge of sentences and will help to extend their vocabulary. These books will be changed after they have completed the book they are reading in class. This means that books will not be changed on the same day each week. 
Please read these books with your child and then complete their reading journal. This will provide us with information about how they are progressing. 

How can I help my child at home?

· Establish a routine to include reading regularly throughout the day and the week. 
· Have fun with Fred Talk at home e.g. Where is your c_oa_t? Time for b_e_d! 
· Encourage your child to ‘Fred Talk’ or ‘sound out’ any unfamiliar words
· Recognize ‘red words’ together – remember ‘you can’t Fred a red!’
· Use the ‘Questions for Reading’ to help deepen understanding of the books you read together
· Fill in the ‘Parent Comments’ in your child’s reading record to keep a dialogue with the class teacher
· Read as many stories to your child as you can: traditional tales, stories from other cultures, their favorite story. Also read non- fiction books, comics and poetry to expose them to a variety of genres. Explain the meaning of new words. 
· Children learn from example. If they see you reading, they will be more likely to do it too. 
·  Most importantly though, show the fun that can be gained from reading.
	Style
	What type of book is this (fiction/non-fiction)?
Have we read a book like this before?
What other story is it like?
Look at the cover. What do you think this book is going to be about?
What do you think will happen?
What is the title of the book?
What can you see on the cover?

	Setting
	Where does this story take place? 
Where is this story set?
Can you describe the setting of the story?

	Character
	Who are the characters in this story?
Who is the most important character in this story?
Were there any characters that you didn’t like?
Why does that character behave like that?

	Plot
	What do you think is going to happen next?
What is the most important thing that happened in the story?
Was there a problem in the story and if so, how was it resolved?
What was your favorite part of the story? Why?
Did you dislike anything about the story?

	Theme
	Did you learn anything from the story?
Has anything similar every happened to you?
Do you think the story ended happily? Why?

	Punctuation
	Can you spot where capital letters have been used? 
Why have they been used?
Where are the full stops? 
Why have they been used?
How should you read a sentence with an exclamation mark (!) at the end?



Questions for Reading
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