                                        Curriculum Newsletter – Terms 3&4 2012
Year 1
Happy New Year. 

The majority of our learning is based around our topics of- seasons, traditional tales, my home and my family.
 We are following the Primary Framework for Literacy and Mathematics as well as using the Letters and Sounds phonics scheme of work. Planning is still topic based and so at the beginning of these terms we are looking at traditional tales, which include Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Three Little Pigs. Children will continue to be encouraged to develop role play and imaginative play which is crucial to the acquisition of creative, social and language skills.

     We will then follow the topic of my home/my family which will encompass weddings, celebrations and welcoming new babies in the different faith groups. Children will be comparing their own homes with Victorian houses.
      Our science investigations will be based on looking at the various materials which are used in the structure of our homes and why these particular materials are used. 
After the February holiday, it will be time to begin planning for our vegetable garden. We will be glad of help with this at various times and are keen to involve the wider community. If you are interested or have friends or relations with horticultural connections please let us know.
 We will also be continuing with all the wonderful learning that takes place in Forest School which happens in all weathers. Please make sure that your child leaves their Forest School clothes and wellies in school.

     The Primary Framework for Mathematics revisits each topic covered in terms one and two, consolidating and extending skills already learned. It will help your child if they are able to count, recite, write and recognise numbers at least to twenty. They should also be able to recognise the value of coins, know the order of the days of the week and the months of the year (including knowing the date of their birthday), count in twos, fives and tens. Playing board games and card games is extremely valuable in developing counting and calculation skills. 

 The topics for R.E. and PHSE are New Year resolutions, setting personal and class goals, friendship, and community. We will discover where and how different religious faiths worship and celebrate family occasions.. Although we have specific times when we visit these topics the PHSE aspects are discussed and referred to throughout the child’s time in school.

As the weather improves we hope to spend plenty of time out of doors walking, running, playing games, observing seasonal changes and exploring the local environment.
  French with Madame Quinton includes – saying how you are, stories – Goldilocks; The Three Little Pigs -  numbers, days of the week and months of the year, dates and birthdays and classroom objects.
We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 10th at the parent/teacher consultation day. This term we are particularly encouraging children to take responsibility for themselves and their belongings. Please encourage your child to help in the packing and organising of their own P.E. kit, swimming kit and book bags. Please could you also check that your child’s P.E. shoes still fit them.
Could you also make sure that you read regularly with your child and help them to read and spell the words which are sent home. It is very noticeable in the classroom which children are being consistently supported in this way, they do make better progress.   

 Thank you so much for your support of the swimming rota. Swimming sessions have run well with your help. We have spare copies of the rota in case any have been mislaid since November.
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